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great salt lake 1855 the nauvoo temple was burned in 1848 then struck by a tornado in
1850 leaving only this crumbling remnant
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and ye shall build it on the place where you have contemplated building
it for that is the spot which I have chosen for you to build it if ye labor
1

ail
ali your might
with all

1I

will consecrate that spot that it shall be made holy

d&c
dac 12443

44

ost nauvoo historians both latter day saints and others have
largely limited their research to the mormon era of the i84os
1840s even
a survey of nauvoo conducted as part of the federal writers project in the
1930s focused almost exclusively on the city s mormon past 2 the one
latter day saint writer who looked at post 1840s
i84os events concentrated primarily on the church s return and role in historic preservation within the
city 3 no scholar has undertaken a thorough study of the city s post latter
day saint period hence in the extensive bibliography of publications on
nauvoo there are only two pamphlets that deal with the city s history in its
entirety and then only up to the 1970s 4
Nau voos buildings
similarly authors have approached the history of nauvoos
from a latter day saint perspective understandably a result of the
churchs
churche expansive restoration program during the latter half of the twentieth century 5 however for most of nauvoos
Nau voos existence its most important latter day saint structure could not be seen in 1969 ida blum
nauvoos
Nau voos resident historian observed this paradox the dominant landmark in nauvoo is still the nauvoo temple site although the temple has
006
116
6
been gone for more than a century yog
the reconstruction of the temple at
the turn of the twenty first century changed all this the new temple generating considerable national interest in the original building 7 As a result a
number of publishers have issued studies looking at the original temple s
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construction its use for sacred purposes and its ultimate destruction by
nature and man 8 A few studies have also appeared addressing the new
nauvoo illinois temple and likely more will follow 9 however no author
has addressed the temple lot
lotss history especially those approximately
fifteen decades between the original nauvoo temple and the newly built
nauvoo illinois temple 10 this study attempts to fill in this deficit by looknauvoos
Nau voos temple square during these in between years 11
ofnauvoos
ing at the use of

the original nauvoo temple

1841 1848

from 1841 to 1846 the latter day saints of nauvoo illinois supported
by church members as far away as europe built a temple on a commanding bluff overlooking the city during winter 1845 46 church leaders used
the temple s attic for administering sacred rituals even after most of the
mormons had vacated the city for the west in spring 1846 a crew of men
cormons
remained behind to complete the building for dedication 12 during this
period church leaders also appointed trustees to stay in nauvoo and dischurchs and members property including the temple
pose of the churche
after a fruitless two year attempt to sell or lease the temple on march 11
1848 the trustees who were anxious to follow the saints to the great salt
lake valley conveyed title of the temple for 5000 to david T lebaron
aimon babbitt one of the trustees 13 babbitt apparthe brother in law of almon
ently had not abandoned hope of finding a suitable tenant for the building
he stayed in nauvoo and continued to pursue its sale or lease his labor
succeeded in fall 1848 when he negotiated a fifteen year lease by the american home missionary society of new york which intended to use the
temple as a seminary or a college 14
unfortunately on the night of october 9 1848 the very day babbitt
received word that society officials had started for the city to finalize the lease
torched the nauvoo temple 15 all that remained of the once
an arsonist porched
walis the flames
wails
impressive structure were its cracked and fire blackened walls

having gutted the entire building
yet even though the temple was damaged babbitt and lebaron eventually found a buyer etienne cabet a frenchman who came with several
hundred of his followers to nauvoo in spring 1849 to establish a communistic utopia 16 babbit and lebaron sold the damaged temple and other
property to cabet on april 21849 for 2000 17

the obliteration of the temple

1849 1865

cabets followers known as the icarians settled in nauvoo occupying
some of the abandoned mormon structures as well as building their own
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cabet was anxious to repair the temple and soon had crews clearing away
the burnt rubble and positioning new piers to support the floors for interior reconstruction however cabet s effort was thwarted on may 271850
27 1850
As eight masons were working inside

the temple walls a violent windstorm
arose that burst suddenly on the hill of
nauvoo where lightning thunder
ofnauvoo
wind hali
hall and rain seemed united to assail the building
hail
had
hah
budding the storm burst
forth so quickly and with such violence that the masons overtaken
unawares in the temple had not time to flee before the northern wall sixty
feet high beat down upon their heads threatening to crush and bury them
18
up 1118
after the storm one of the masons called it a tornado the men
fled the building 19 fortunately no one was harmed
when cabet surveyed the damage he abandoned any hope of reconstructing
struc ting the building the icarians decided that the southern and eastern
walls would soon fall down and that to avoid any serious accident it was
1120
20 crews
better to destroy them 3320
razed those walls leaving only the facade
standing split by dissension the icarians remained only a few more years
in nauvoo and by 1859 most had left for a new utopia near corning iowa
other settlers remained mostly german and swiss immigrants who had
started coming to nauvoo even as the saints were abandoning the city so
strong was the influence of these settlers that german culture and language
dominated nauvoo until it became the largest german speaking community in illinois only with the commencement of the first world war did
nauvoo give up german 21 but the quiet farming village was nothing like
the earlier bustling city of thousands
the years between 1850 and 1865 took their toll on the temples ruins
fig i the temple s facade slowly crumbled until the southwest corner
ic
1122
22 in
alone remained a monument of its former beauty and grandeur 3122
1859 a visitor left this description of its
in pitiful condition

the temple as we have stated is in a state of dilapidation and ruin
the portion not already fallen is tottering to its base and huge cracks
gape along the walls from top to bottom we passed with some misgivings of accident beneath a ruined archway and stood within the
vestibule A flock of partridges that had been feasting at a neighboring
wheat stack and were now seeking refuge within the building from the
heat of the noonday
noon day sun were frightened at our intrusion and darted
with tumultuous haste and whirring sound through the gaping win21
dows the place where we stood was filled with masses of stone 23

the visitor could find no trace of the font or the oxen that had stood in
the basement only the well that had supplied water to the font remained
he bent over and removed one of the planks that covered the well and
looked down into its depths but nothing was to be seen but water water
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol41/iss4/2
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and a solitary frog that lay floating at his ease with limbs lazilly
mazilly sic
extended but who quickly disappeared when his privacy was invaded As
the visitor cast his gaze over the scene all around in every direction the
24
1124
ground was thickly strewn with broken stone 3124
prior to february 2 1865 the nauvoo city fathers decided to level the
damaged remnant for safety on that date the carthage republican
reported the last remaining vestage sic of what the famous mormon
temple was in its former glory has disappeared and nothing now remains
to mark its site but heaps of broken stone and rubbish 225 the temple limestone rubble became a readily available quarry for local townspeople
in 1876 william adams visited nauvoo and recorded in his journal
no remains of the temple except pieces of wall on the north side of the
26
block could be discovered 1126
eventually even these meager remnants were
cleared away and no trace of the temple except the well capped by a hand
pump remained on temple square joseph smith 111
III
ili who had played in the
temple as a youth reflected with melancholy upon the temples fate of all
the stones placed in position by human hands during its erection the only
ones left are those lining the well which was dug in the basement to supply
1127
27
water for the baptismal font 0127
however the utter obliteration of the
nauvoo temple did not end the history of temple square for the next century the owners used the lot for a wide variety of purposes

nauvoos
Nauvoos temple square

the icarian period

1849 1859

even before icarian workmen sought to restore the fire damaged
nauvoo temple they began erecting additional buildings on temple
square most icarian buildings were built of wood and after the tornado
toppled much of the temple its ruins served as blocks for the foundation
of many of these structures on temple square the icarians eventually
constructed seventeen buildings which served some nineteen uses by the
community map 1i 28
among the more enduring of these seventeen structures on temple
square were those erected for private residences on its southeast corner
on mulholland street and north along bluff street cabet erected a row of
four two story frame apartments fig 2 the buildings had eight rooms four
downstairs and four upstairs each door had numerals painted on it normally one room housed either a family or two or three bachelors 29 the
furnishings were spartan a bed made of white pine a heavy padded
wooden chair a small wooden table and such niceties as a candlestick a
broom and a bucket often the residents had to use their own trunks as
cupboards or chairs for visitors 30
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view ofnauvoo
of nauvoo along mulholland street may 41907 the budding
building in the
foreground was an icarian apartment building
budding in 1907 rose nicaise had a
miflin
millinery
ery shop in one of its rooms just behind that is another icarian budding
building
used as a private residence a harness shop was added after the icarian period the
roof of the icarian schoolhouse is visible just below the horizon at the far left
FIG 2

west from the apartments along mulholland street was a long frame
building that housed a variety of small workshops for making candles
shoes clothing linens mattresses and matches as well as for repairing
clocks beyond this structure was a garden near the schoolhouse north
behind these shops stood five small structures an infirmary a phar
macy a wash house a bath house and a drying house 31 icarian workmen also dug a huge well ten feet in diameter and forty feet deep near
the temples ruins 32
north of the apartments was an office building that also housed the
five tho
community s print shop and a hive
usand volum
volumee library reportedly
thousand
the largest in the state at the time 33 at the northeast corner of the lot the
icarians built a large two story frame building 120 feet long and 40 feet
wide that extended along bluff street to the corner and then turned west
for a short distance along knight street 34 this building
budding the first the icarians
built on temple square was called the refectory or dining hall it had a
balcony running around the second floor and a large cellar the first floor
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002
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II
11
1 1

contained the kitchen dressmaking and linen shops and a long eighty
foot dining room which could seat four hundred persons at one end
raggan
kagian
stood a stage artists adorned the room s walls with inscriptions of
icarian
karian
oakarian
ofkarian
principles an innovative feature was a miniature railroad that carried
food and utensils from the community s kitchen into the dining room
here the icarians ate their communal meals at long pine tables 3351 the room s
stage was used for social activities the community s band choir and theatrical group performed frequently in the hall adult members both men and
women also met in the large hall each saturday to discuss the affairs of the
community cabet gave lectures in the dining hall on sundays 36
the dining halls second floor was divided into a number of apart
ments each sixteen feet by twenty feet these rooms were reserved mostly
for bachelors with two or more men per room although some married
couples also received a room each the 1850 federal census showed twentyfive single men living together the only likely place was the dining halls
second floor 37 the furnishings like the apartments were sparse each
room contained sufficient beds for the occupants a table two chairs and
18 west of the dining hall
a mirror 38
along knight street stood a bakery a
butcher shop and a pork shop on the corner of knight and wells streets
stood a long framed building that served as the community s mechanics
workshop and blacksmith sh
shop
ap
0p 39
after the tornado destroyed most of the temple the icarians used its
limestone blocks to build a large schoolhouse at the corner of mulhol
land and wells streets 40 it was a two story structure with classrooms on
the first floor and dormitories for children on the second floor children
remained with their parents until the age of seven when they moved into
the dormitories there they learned basic academics they also learned
practical skills such as how to perform household duties and how to
manage communal space in the dormitories children remained in the
schoolhouse until they were able to demonstrate that they could conform
to the communitys rules parents were allowed to visit their children
only on sundays 41
in 1859 a reporter for the missouri republican observed the recently
vacated icarian structures on temple square on two sides of temple
square their dwellings have been erected on the other sides they have built
their store houses and their school houses the latter out of the ruins of the
temple he concluded his article with this estimation of the icarian presence in nauvoo in the i85os
1850s all the time that they have been in nauvoo
they have been distinguished for industry neatness and good conduct and
barring their peculiar notions of government and religion they are good
42
citizens and excellent neighbors 1141
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol41/iss4/2
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temple square the secular period i86os
186os to the 1930s
for most of the i86os
193os non latter day saint owners occu-

pied temple square and used it for many secular purposes map 2 after
the icarians left very little changed on the lot but eventually most of the
smaller shops and buildings they had abandoned were torn down for their
lumber the larger structures such as the schoolhouse dining hall blacksmith shop and apartments remained for decades fig 3 during these
years the owners used these structures and added new buildings of their
of nauvoo also used the vacant areas of temple square for
own the citizens ofnauvoo
a wide variety of purposes including outdoor pageants baseball games
and agriculture such as vineyards and a strawberry patch 43
sometime after 1864 the icarian dining hall on the northeast corner of
temple square caught fire and burned down the owner john dornseif
chose to rebuild it after the end of the civil war except on a smaller scale
and with bricks from his own kiln 44 over the years dornseiff
dornseifs
dornseif
dornselfs replacement served not only as the nauvoo city hall but also at times as a saloon
or dance hall as private dwellings as a place for theatrical productions and
in its last years as a motion picture theater it came to be called the nauvoo

opera house 45

77

sstriwfwwyb9

view of the temple lot along wells street may 41907 the fegers hospital
formerly the icarian schoolhouse is at the center of the photograph the spire of
the saints peter and paul church can be seen behind and to the left of the hospital
FIG 3
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south of the nauvoo opera house along bluff street on a narrow
five feet wide stood a building with a colorful history
lot only twenty
twentyfive
the schenk brothers peter and herman sons of the founders of
schenk s brewery built a single story brick building on the site and
espos in 1903 frank goulty a photoopened the palace saloon in the 18gos
ispos
grapher moved into that structure which was renamed the palace building goulty stayed at least until 1926 the mississippi valley telephone
company eventually leased the property and used the building for the
city s first telephone exchange 46
the four icarian apartments were used for private residences and
small business enterprises for decades gabriel nicaise an icarian who
chose to remain in nauvoo when the others left lived in the first house on
the corner facing bluff street see fig 247
2 47 A jeweler nicaise used the
i47
first floor rooms as his jewelry shop nicaise later allowed a man named
loomis to open a drugstore in the large room on the southeast side after
that the nicaise family operated an ice cream parlor in the same room
when the home passed to nicaise s daughter rose she opened a millinery
and dressmaking shop in the same large room she lived in the home into
the 1930s 48
hippolyte J roine also a follower of cabet who stayed in nauvoo
lived in the second house from the corner with his mother and cousin
betsy 49 when all three of them had passed away their house and the
vacant one to the north were razed leaving only the foundations made of
temple limestone blocks 50
in 1860 vitus schaefer a swiss emigrant purchased the icarian apartment facing mulholland street and opened a harness shop in its basement
later he built two one story frame buildings west of the apartment for a
workshop and a salesroom next to the salesroom schaefer s wife planted
a beautiful sunken garden where vegetables and flowers formed a paisley
certainly a picturesque spot when schaefer died his son carpattern
ried on the business for more than forty years later the smaller buildings
housed a conoco
conico service station 515 by 1940 only the service station and
two of the apartments those originally purchased by nicaise and schaefer
were standing 52
the icarian schoolhouse built out of temple limestone served a number of functions after the icarians abandoned the property beginning in
18gos the southwestern corner of the school1879 and at least until the late i89os
house served as the city
citys
citess post office the room to the east was a drugstore while the northern half was a private dwelling 533 during the early
years of the twentieth century it housed the fegers hospital fig 4 54 in
1918 the roman catholic church purchased the schoolhouse and used it as
1
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a parsonage until 1923 when the entire building was converted to the saints
peter and paul parochial school which continued as an elementary and

high school until june 1954 55
later property owners not only used the icarian structures but also
built their own until the late 1920s the original icarian frame mechanics
and blacksmith building at the northwest corner of knight and wells
streets served as a merchandise store later it was used for general storage 56
after the building was demolished charles reimbold built a two story
brick home on the western portion of the foundation south of the reimbold home along wells street reimbold also owned a lot whose rear portion contained the actual site where the nauvoo temple stood along the
street he erected a small wooden building that housed a candy store and
express office this building was demolished during the 1920s 57 south of
the candy store stood a fine two story frame house built by adam swartz
i88os apparently he relocated here after he had sold his resiin the mid 188os
dence on mulholland street william C reimbold converted the home
swartz had sold into the hotel orient fig 5 which became the hotel
nauvoo later reimbold also constructed a large icehouse that stood just
west of the temple site at the rear of his property 58

FIG 4 fegers hospital ca 1911 1912 bulit
built out of temple limestone in the i85os
1850s this
building originally served as a dormitory and a school for icarian children seven
years and older after the icarians left nauvoo in the late i85os
1850s the structure
housed the citys
of this
orthis
cites post office a drugstore and a private dwelling by the time ofthis
photograph the fegers hospital occupied the building it later became a roman

catholic parsonage and parochial school

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol41/iss4/2
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conrad knaust

a prussian emigrant who engaged in the local lumber

industry built a fine frame home east of the limestone icarian schoolhouse later george hart purchased the home bothof
doth of these men served as
both
nauvoo s mayor knaust from 1869 to 1870 and hart from 1915 to 1916 59
in 1925 the roman catholic church tore down the knausthart
Knau stHart home
and erected the nauvoo parish hall a large frame structure east of the
parochial schoolhouse local carpenter paul schenk built the hall 60 with
its large curved roof the hall boasted the largest basketball court in hancock county for years the nauvoo parish hall housed a wide variety of
functions including sporting events banquets fairs and bazaars plays
red cross blood drives saturday night dances at least one session of the
hancock county circuit court minstrel shows graduation exercises
funeral services and concerts although the catholic church owned the
hall the priests allowed other churches to use it including the first presbyterian church and the first methodist church even the church of
byterian
jesus christ of latter day saints held a number of conferences in the build61
this
period
during
for nearly five decades the building served as the
ing
veritable center of nauvoo community activities

IT

W

na

2

the hotel orient nauvoo

early 1900
this budding was later converted into a hotel
FIG 5
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much of the interior of temple square especially on its east side was
largely vacant A baseball diamond lighted for night games stood behind
61
the icarian apartments 62
children frequently used temple square as a playground mary logan recalled that in 1934 while she was playing in the area
where the temple had stood the ground suddenly gave away she and her
sister fell into a large deep cavity luckily neither girl was hurt but their
rescuers needed a ladder to get them out the hole undoubtedly part of the
temple s basement was then filled in 63
clearly from the icarian period until at least the 1930s temple square
served a variety of uses many structures were built on the former temple
site and its use as sacred space was all but forgotten then beginning in
the 1930s the church began to reacquire title to the site parcel by parcel

latter day saints reacquire the temple lot

igmos
ig6os
19305 19605

igmos
between the 1930s
i96os the church of jesus christ of latter
193os and the ig6os
day saints re acquired temple square map 3 during the 1930s
193os a number
of individuals took an interest in temple square even envisioning a restoration of the temple itself among the most persistent was lane K newberry
freelance
elance artist who was of mormon descent in april 1931 he
a chicago fre
came to nauvoo to paint historical landmarks he was captivated by the
city and its crumbling ruins of old mormon homes thereafter he
returned frequently to paint and draw over time he developed a vision of
restoring the old buildings he was painting 64 he found a friend and ally in
bryant S hinckley the president of the northern states mission from 1936
to 1939 with an introduction arranged by hinckley he traveled to salt
lake city and met with the first presidency on april 9 1938 he sought
their support for a nauvoo centennial celebration the next year as well as
for his vision of restoring the landmarks in nauvoo in a follow
followup
up letter to
him president heber J grant and his counselors wrote

following your presentation to us this morning of your nauvoo project we want to say to you that we appreciate very much your vision and
enthusiasm it will indeed please us to cooperate with you in the project
wili wholeand help work it out to this end we can assure you that we will
heartedly do what we properly may to encourage those of our people
who are able to do so to visit nauvoo during the summer of 1939 we
shall be glad to erect in the future such memorial on the temple block if
secured by the state of illinois as will fittingly carry out your project 65
A few months before bryant S

hinckley s release as a mission president the two men planned and sponsored a two day centennial celebration of the 1839 founding of nauvoo some seventeen hundred persons
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol41/iss4/2
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mostly latter day saints from throughout the surrounding states and
canada gathered for festivities in the city on june 24 and 25 1939 the
highlight of the celebration was a sabbath day meeting on temple square
where a congregation of hundreds gathered outdoors to hear sermons and
speeches just as the original citizens had in the 1840s
i84os among the speakers
was newberry who looked out over the crowd on temple square and spoke
of his dream of seeing the temple rebuilt in full size on this spot where it
1166
66 mission president
once stood 3166
hinckley shared this vision even recommending to the first presidency that the nauvoo temple be rebuilt 67 in
reporting on the centennial event hinckley wrote prophetically that thousands would visit nauvoo annually in the future and that the city would be
0368
1168
68
destined to become one of the most beautiful shrines of america 0168
however national and world events precluded the restoration of nauvoo
in the 1930s
churche lack of finances for such an
193os these included the churchs
undertaking during the depression and the outbreak of the second world
war less than three months after the nauvoo centennial celebration 69 yet
even during these bleak years there was one whose eyes were drawn to
nauvoo and its missing temple wilford C wood a successful furrier
from woods cross utah he possessed the ardent desire to preserve items
of church history not only artifacts but also historical sites his personal stationery contained the phrase lest we forget attesting to his
motivation his interest in nauvoo took root while serving as a mission
missionary in 1918 in the northern states mission where he became determined
to acquire and preserve these important places of church history after
his return home he became a successful businessman accumulating in
time the financial resources to fulfill his dream it became his custom to
visit church sites on his return to utah from business trips to the east in
the 1930s
193os he began buying these important properties as they came up
for sale 70
wood had visited nauvoo a number of times and had for some time
1171
interested himself in the acquisition of the temple lot
in february 1937
lot71
wood learned by telegraph from officers of the bank of nauvoo that the
part of temple square on which the original temple had actually stood
the casper reimbold property was going to be offered at a public auction
on june 27 by the hancock county master of chancery the bank had
obtained a foreclosure decree of 584425
5844.25
584425 against five parcels of property
including property of the late casper reimbold because the owners of
these parcels had failed to pay that amount by the january 28
281937
1937 deadline the hancock county master of chancery was directed to sell the
property at public auction in the banks
banks interest 72 the property had been
offered for sale at public auction previously but the bank had protected its
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the others whose offers were too low now the bank
interest by outbidding
out
bidding
notified wood thinking that it might get a better price from an interested
latter day saint
upon receipt of the telegraph wood approached the first presidency
of the church to learn their wishes concerning the matter although he had
the resources to make the purchase himself perhaps he felt he needed the
approval of these church leaders for such a significant property as a temple
site after a discussion among the first presidency and the twelve president heber J grant authorized wood to represent the church but not to
pay more than 1000
1000 for the property since the bank officers had notified
wood in their telegram that the bidding would begin at 1000 and that
churche
other interested parties would probably bid higher this left the churchs
1173
73
representative with a difficult problem 3173
wilford C wood and an associate jack smith hurriedly traveled the
twelve hundred miles to nauvoo arriving on the evening of february 18
1937 the following day standing in a downpour the two men viewed
the temple site with its rusty pump they then met with george E anton the
vice president of the bank karl john reinhardt the cashier and leslie
reimbold a representative of the reimbold estate in an office at the rear of
the bank on the corner of mulholland and bluff streets 74 wood told the
men that he could not afford the price of sentiment for the property nor
could he pay the amount they had mentioned in their telegram to him and
furthermore he would not risk any ill feelings that might arise from comtive bidding in the auction the next day these were probably the
peti
petitive
instructions he had received from the first presidency who obviously did
not want to make the purchase a cause for local dissension the three men
told him that the property was well worth the price mentioned in their
telegram and that if necessary the bank would again buy back the property to protect their interests after a brief recess the men reassembled
wood later wrote of this transaction
came back to the bank and in the back room sat in the most important council meeting held in nauvoo since the saints were driven from
here nearly one hundred years ago I pleaded for the price to be within
reason so I could buy the property I1 told them the church would put up
a bureau of information which would be a credit to nauvoo and that
what they might lose in the price of the lot would come back to them
1

1

many times with the people who would come back and pay homage to a
desolate city that once had 20000 people and only has 1000 today 1I told
them of the true principles of the gospel of the agency of man and of the
worship of god according to the dictates of conscience

they

all took cigarettes and offered them to me I1 told them I1 had
never tasted tea coffee or tobacco in my life 1I asked them to name the
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price for which they would sell to me they had previously said they could
sefl
seli for less than 1000 to 1500
not see how they could sell
1500 and it seemed as
though no agreement could be made as 1I was limited to the price 1I could
pay an impression came to me and 1I said are you going to try to make
marty red prophet when you
us pay an exorbitant price for the blood of a martyred
know this property rightfully belongs to the mormon people I1 felt the
win
sell
seii
seil
wie ser
spirit of the prophet joseph in that room mr anton said we will
go
the lot for 90000
ooo
000 I1 grasped his hand then the hand of the cashier of the
900.00
90000
bank and the agreement was made and signed 75

the

next day wood and smith drove to carthage through a heavy
rainstorm for the auction at the hancock county courthouse the auction
opened at 1100 AM after several other pieces of property were auctioned
off lee E troute clerk of the circuit court announced the temple lot
goo
bank officers anton and reimbold nodded to wood who bid goo
900
900
undoubtedly wood and smith held their breath but there were no other
bidders the bank officials having agreed not to bid and not to influence
anyone else to bid woods bid was accepted anton endorsed wood s
goo
check for goo
900
900 and samuel naylor master of chancery of the circuit
court made out a certificate of purchase to the corporation of the presiding bishop of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 76 after
nearly a hundred years the most important part of nauvoo s temple square
was again owned by the church
although the church now owned the actual site upon which the nauvoo
temple once stood the majority of temple square was still in the hands of
private citizens this initial purchase opened the way for the church s ultimate acquisition of the rest of temple square but it would take nearly three
decades to reach that goal the second acquisition however occurred just
two months after the churchs
churche initial purchase
although the motivation of the owners of lot i the northeast corner
of temple square is not known perhaps they viewed the recent sale of the
temple site to the church as an opportunity and so announced a public sale
of their property for april 26
261937
1937 the property comprised of four conoined parcels was owned by a number of persons and estates the owners
joined
coined
were represented by jacob M fisher standing on the property was the
nauvoo opera house then housing a motion picture theater after he was
notified of the upcoming sale wilford C wood made a second trip to
nauvoo and acquired title to the property nearly a fourth of temple
square on april ig
1937 two weeks before the public auction wood paid
191937
1100 for the property acting this time on his own volition without the
interest or authorization of the church 77 it is not known why the church
chose not to participate in this acquisition but from here on wood acted
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on his own in all his purchases on temple square wood turned the prop78
erty over to the church on july 131938
sadly that same year the nauvoo
13 i938
opera house caught fire and burned down 79
three years would pass before wood next acquired parcels on temple
square during 1940 and 1941 he purchased three of the four parcels comprising lot 4 on the southeast corner on april 4 1940 joseph W kelley
sold him one of the two remaining icarian apartments which wood
turned over to the presiding bishop on april 21 1940 80 two months later
on june 3 mary E tholen sold him the largest parcel comprising the
entire northern portion of lot 4 wood deeded this parcel to the presiding
bishop on june 21 on october 29 of that same year wood began the
process of purchasing the other icarian house which stood on the southeast corner of temple square the property was held in undivided interest
by three parties totaling twenty six individuals working tenaciously
wood secured the signatures of the first party virgil nicaise and ten
others on september 20 1941 he secured the signatures of the second
party odille hohl and twelve others on november 131941 the third party
odille hohl and L E hohl signed on november 14 1941 it had taken
wood thirteen months to obtain a clear title to the property 81 he trans82
ferred title to the property to the presiding bishop on november 24
241941
i94i
during the 1950s wood made his last purchase of a lot on temple
square thereafter the church made its own purchases on june 8 1951
clara K reimbold the widow of charles reimbold sold her large brick
lot 2 to wood who turned it over to presihome on the northwest corner ofloy
oflot
of
11
dent david 0 mckay on june 28 83
the presiding bishopric made the final
purchase of the remaining property of lot 4 from louise schafer on september 25 1952 84 in 1958 the church contracted with henry egolfto
egolf to raze
the remaining two icarian apartments and the schafer property egolf s
payment being what he could salvage the demolition revealed that the
815
85
apartments foundations were made from nauvoo temple limestone 115
on february 11 1959 after twenty two months of negotiations
richard C stratford president of the northern states mission acting as
the agent for the presiding bishopric acquired from charles R snelgrove
five foot wide
and his wife fidellia the palace building and its awen
twen
twenty
ty hive
piece of property along the southern limit ofloy
lot 1i 86 much of the success of
of
oflot
this transaction was due to the influence of city attorney preston W
kimball and former mayor lowell S horton both of whom served on the
kimbau
historic sites and budding
building committee for the nauvoo chamber of commerce the mississippi valley telephone company which still occupied
the brick building
budding although it was no longer adequate was given until
november 291959 to vacate the building 877
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with the purchase of the palace buildI
ing the mormon church now owned approximately 75 of what was
88
known as temple square in nauvoo 1188
this latest acquisition gave the
church title to all of lot i at the northeast corner of temple square by
the end of the 1950s the church owned all of lot i the northeast section
and lot 4 the southeast section and most of lot 2 the northwest section
the reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints now community of christ owned a small parcel of lot 2 west of the temple site
the roman catholic church owned all of lot 3 the southwest section the
local press expressed its approval of the church s acquisition of temple
89
cormons are there is also progress 1189
square for where the mormons
churchs final acquisitions of property on temple square occurred
the churche
in the early 19605 hugh pinnock orchestrated the purchase of the saints
peter and paul school and the nauvoo parish hall on lot 3 from the roman
iggi for 100000
catholic church on july 22 1961
io oooo 90 over the years pinnock
had became fast friends with the nuns running the school on every occasion when he was in the city he visited the school when the school closed
in 1954 and interest declined in maintaining the building pinnock saw an
opportunity to purchase the property because of the years of friendship
and confidence he had nurtured with the sisters he was able to act success
cessfully
fully in the interest of the church 91 at pinnock s funeral in december
2000 president gordon B hinckley stated that this acquisition was a signific ant step toward building the new nauvoo temple because the propnificant
erty occupied a fourth of temple square and without it the temple could
never have been rebuilt 92
the last purchase by the church was the adam swartz residence and
property on lot 2 west of the original temple location along wells street
the reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints owned this
property following negotiations which were under way as early as july
1962 the church exchanged three parcels of land in independence missouri for the swartz parcel the RLDS church paid the difference between
the costs of the properties 93 the RLDS presiding bishop transferred the
title to the church of jesus christ of latter day saints presiding bishop on
september 26 1962 94 with this tenth acquisition the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints once again owned the entire temple block just
as it had some 120 years earlier

the local newspaper noted that
1

the latter

day saint presence returns

of latter day
saints passed through nauvoo some coming in reverence some out of

during the last half of the nineteenth century
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95 A typical visitor
curiosity 1195
hannah T king who visited nauvoo in may
1853 wrote we arrived at montrose about noon and then we were ferried over the mississippi to the other side having had the ruined temple in
view for some time my feelings that day were altogether inexplicable my
impressions were pleasing yet sad ruin and a curse seemed upon the spot
96 mormon missionaries also visited
which the wicked have desecrated 1196
occasionally finding a few receptive persons at the beginning of the twentieth century in 1905 they held a missionary conference attended by sixty
five missionaries and nearly one hundred members there were three
baptisms performed during the conference 97 after this time the missionaries established a short lived dependent sunday school but overall the
church did not maintain much of a presence in nauvoo except for several
conferences held on temple square including the two day 1939 centennial
celebration mentioned above
one memorable gathering occurred july 141947 in honor of a seventy
two car caravan that had made a four day trip from salt lake city the
centennial caravan was sponsored by the sons of utah pioneers who were
going to retrace the original pioneer trail from nauvoo to salt lake city
nauvoo citizens welcomed the centennial caravan which encamped on
temple square the designated outwitting
outfitting
out fitting place for the caravan sounds of
hammers and saws filled the air as the travelers decorated their automobiles
to appear like covered wagons complete with canvas tops and plywood
oxen during a meeting of the participants in the parish hall the walls
mormons sang one of their favorite hymns come
fairly shook when the cormons
98
come ye saints 11198
the evening of the fourteenth the city hosted a celebration with two thousand persons in attendance the festivities that
evening included speeches by civic and church leaders the caravan
departed the next morning wending westward just as their forebears had
some hundred years earlier 99
however it was not until 1951 that the church reestablished a permanent and official presence on temple square that year after acquiring the
charles reimbold brick home on the northwest corner the church turned
the structure into a bureau of information for the visitors to the city 100
then in august 1952 wilford wood who had purchased the reimbold
home for the church returned to nauvoo and oversaw
oversad the removal to
six ton monument from near the foundation of joseph
temple square of a sixton
smiths store on water street the monument had been erected on july 26
101
1933 and dedicated to the founding of the nauvoo female relief society
on march 17 1956 the church organized the nauvoo branch the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints had officially returned to
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the members of the branch initially shared the reimbold resi-

dence on the northwest corner of temple square with the bureau of information the building s second floor also served as residences for
missionary couples who were being called to serve in the city although the
branch was small most of the members were actually missionary couples
serving as guides it provided a welcome place for the few local members
many of whom were willing to drive long distances to attend meetings in
march 1960 the branch left temple square for a new home in the times and
seasons building on main street
in august 1964 the nauvoo branch returned again to temple square
occupying the second floor of the nauvoo restoration inc office building
the old icarian schoolhouse on the southwest corner the branch held its
worship priesthood and auxiliary meetings on temple square for the next
five years in 1968 the church began constructing a new full phase meetinghouse along durphy and hibbard streets overlooking the nauvoo flats
the local members raised their share of the construction funds even longtime nauvoo citizen aunt sophia tanner harsch contributed to the
building fund by leaving the nauvoo branch 17000 the bulk of her
estate in her will harsch who had died in an automobile accident in 1963
at age ninety nine had been well known and beloved in the community
her parents had settled in nauvoo in 1846 just as the saints were leaving
the city she and her mother were good friends with emma smith harsch
lived her entire life in the house on mulholland street where she was born
although she was a lutheran in her later years she became friends with a
number of latter day saint women and enjoyed meeting with them in
relief society 103 the meetinghouse was completed and dedicated on may 25
1969 and the nauvoo branch left temple square for good 104

the nauvoo restoration inc period

19605 19908

although a number of persons had nurtured visions of restoring nauvoo
and its temple the man largely responsible for fulfilling the dream was salt
lake city physician J leroy kimball in the 1930s while a medical student
at northwestern university in chicago kimball visited nauvoo and saw
the home of his great grandfather heber C kimball he determined to
purchase it and after a twenty year effort he succeeded in acquiring it in
1954 slowly he began to restore it as a comfortable summer home for his
family attempting also to retain its 184os
i84os ambiance upon completing it in
1960 he invited apostle spencer W kimball to dedicate the remodeled
home the kimball family was surprised when hundreds of persons showed
up for the event and were pleased with the crowd s interest in touring the
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building so overwhelming was the demand for tours of the restored buildkimballs never spent a night in their summer home 105 these
ing that the Kimballs
events however changed dr kimball s life as he began to envision the
possibility of restoring old nauvoo making it a historically accurate monument to the early nauvoo saints he began to marshal the means for fulfilling his dream of acquiring the properties and restoring the crumbling
structures setting in motion a lifetime mission for himself 106
baLTs
among dr kimball
bairs
Kim
baitss first priorities was his determination to locate and
kimbalts
R
excavate the original site of the nauvoo temple he persuaded harold P
fabian a member of the advisory board on national parks historical
sites buildings and monuments and dr melvin L fowler an archaeologist from southern illinois university to travel to nauvoo and see if they
could determine where the temple actually stood the excavation of the
temple site began on a bleak wintry day in december 1961 upon arriving
at temple square the party viewed the ground and found no evidence of
five foot square grids where the men
the massive temple after setting out hive
felt the temple might be located the party began their work using a back
hoe brought in to rediscover if possible the actual site the party watched
as the equipment dug into the frozen ground dr kimball recalled the day s
event to our amazement and relief the blade of the machine immediately struck solid rock which turned out to be one of the south piers which
supported the interior pillars of the temple our greatest expectations were
107
realized as we gazed upon a sight no one had beheld for a century 11107
ultimately the party uncovered four of the piers as well as a long buried skeleton 108 speculation among the nauvoo residents concerning the excavation
rippled across nauvoo including a report that the church had a plan for
rebuilding the nauvoo temple 109
heartened by the success of the previous winter s excavation in may
1962 dr kimball invited counselors in the first presidency hugh B
brown and henry D moyle plus a party of dignitaries to tour nauvoo as
the guests of local attorney preston W kimball the tour included temple
square where dr fowler showed the previous winter s excavation to the
two counselors who even descended into the six foot deep hole to view
one of the piers uncovered the previous winter the local paper carried a
picture of the group in front of a large pile of temple limestone blocks that
evening the nauvoo chamber of commerce feted the visitors at a dinner in
queil the rumors of nauvoo
queli
the hotel nauvoo the counselors tried to quell
restoration by the church pointing out to those assembled although a
final decision has not been made the temple will probably not be rebuilt
on the old foundation but eventually a replica of the original may be
built on another section of the square 110

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002

23

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 41, Iss. 4 [2002], Art. 2

nauvoos
Nau voos temple square

27

however dr kimball gave a presentation of his vision of a restored
nauvoo to the first presidency of the church after much discussion the
Kim balls vision and incorporated nauvoo
first presidency embraced dr kimballs
restoration inc NRI on july 271962 this nonprofit organization s mis
sion was to acquire restore protect and preserve for the education and
benefit of its members and the public all or a part of the old city of nauvoo
lii111 dr kimball became its first
in illinois and the surrounding area iii
president under his able direction it became a moving force in the continued acquisition of property and the restoration of church historical
sites and buildings throughout nauvoo NRI moved its offices into the
12
recently acquired saints peter and paul parochial school 112
after extensive
remodeling the first floor of the building was turned into the new bureau
of information in one of the rooms were many pictures and sketches of
the proposed restoration program including drawings of the homes
of brigham young wilford woodruff lorin farr and lucy mack smith
A newspaper reported that when the bureau of information opened
streams of visitors entered to learn more about the restoration proj113 As NRI
assumed full responsibility for the restoration projects
ect 11113
throughout nauvoo the church transferred title of temple square to it on
114
14
december 13
1963
131963
during president brown and president moyle s nauvoo visit in may
1962 dr fowler had announced that the church had entered into a
16000
16000 contract with southern illinois university to excavate the temple
site that summer under the direction of field supervisor dee F green a
doctoral candidate team members came from local residents as well as
students at west illinois university southern illinois university and
brigham young university the nauvoo parish hall was converted into a
large workshop to clean and box artifacts it also served as sleeping quarters
for the men women were housed in local apartments A truck served as an
15
office for green 115
in june the crew extended the existing 1962 grid and
started the tedious task of excavating the temple site the team s main work
that summer was the removal of five to six feet of overburden which
exposed an ash layer from the building s fiery destruction and located most
of the temple s foundation walls the excavated earth was heaped up oppo16
ilg
site the temple site along bluff street 116
local interest in the work was
high green even authored a weekly report for the local newspaper the
17
nauvoo independent describing the team s progress and discoveries 117
by the close of work in september they had located and exposed the
temple s east north and south walls although few actual stones remained
the west wall would have to await the removal of several trees on the former adam swartz property recently acquired from the RLDS church 118
11

11
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the team had

gained an idea of the probable arrangement of the basements interior walls although more work was needed around the well the
west side stairwells the most exciting feature the team
font and the westside
uncovered was a stone lined tunnel about a foot square that penetrated the
south wall green thought the tunnel was probably the drain for the font
during their work the team had gathered fifteen hundred bags of artifacts
which were taken to southern illinois university for cataloging and analysis they also found several fragments of sun moon and star stones pieces
carved foldings
moldings from the exterior
of the font and oxen and portions of ofcarved
and interior of the temple working from sketches prepared by staff artists
betty marker and dave crowell dr fowler was finally able to draw a partial profile of the excavation showing the composition of the site s vertical
faces before leaving the crew covered the excavation with plastic weighted
down with dirt other teams would have to excavate the west wall and
hand expose the sites finer features finally someone needed to remove
and sift ash deposit to uncover original floors and expose what remained
19
ilg
beneath the rest of the ground 119
further work on nauvoo s temple square was postponed until 1966
while NRI studied the nauvoo historical restoration program in which the
120
in 1966 excavation
problems of the temple site were being considered 11120
of the site began again under the direction of J C harrington who had
been called as the director of NRI s archaeological program in august of
that year that summer a team working under virginia S harrington followed the 1962 grid and removed the dirt from a ten foot area around the
temple well that had not been uncovered by the 1962 excavation 121 virginia harrington returned in 1967 making exploratory trenches in the
lower basement and in 1968 she completed the excavation around the font
and well 122
during the summer of 1969 J C harrington and virginia harrington
jointly directed a large team that made the final excavation of the temple
site finding that much of the original 1962 grid system had been lost to
erosion the harringtons
Harringtons established a new one following a new scheme
harringtona
they had devised for all nauvoo archaeological sites they expanded the
four acre
1962 grid to ten foot squares and extended it over the entire fouracre
block by the end of the season the team had excavated the entire basement
to the original basement floor levels including the previously uncovered
west wall that exposed the location of the two circular stairways the team
also explored the font drain tunnel further attempting to identify its conand direction finally the workers sunk test trenches along
st
struction
knight street seeking to locate the temple wall they dug other trenches on
temple square to establish historical ground levels 123
11
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with the completion of the archaeological investigation of temple
square in 1969 the workers cleaned up the site leaving some limestone
blocks to indicate the foundation stones they removed some of the debris
but left the large pile of dirt from the 1962 dig on the east side temple
square presented a cleaned up appearance but it was far from a garden
spot A few structures yet remained on the site including the adam swartz
home west of the temple site the former icarian schoolhouse and the
charles reimbold residence to the north 124
ancs
nauvoo restoration incs
inc s proposal to partially restore
the nauvoo temple 1968

with the final stages of the archaeological work on temple square completed the question of what to do with the actual temple site naturally
arose As early as the summer of 1967 NRI was considering a partial
restoration of the temple in an article about the organization s recent
activities in nauvoo dr kimball answered a question about the plans for
temple square

this has not been decided yet one suggestion

is to partially restore

it perhaps rebuilding only a corner of the building to the tower base
this will allow people to get an idea of the temple s grandeur and permit
them to climb to the top and see the beautiful view of the mississippi
river and the countryside about which so many visitors as well as the

saints wrote

125
121

in fall 1968 NRI officially announced in the improvement era its
ambitious plan for temple square this plan included a large visitors center and museum statuary and a partial reconstruction of the temple the
purpose of the plan was to create a center where the story of the church
could be told to the millions of tourists and nearby residents who travel
126
through the midwest 11121
although this proposal appeared in the improvement era it was never
adopted instead NRI substituted a much less elaborate plan rather than
constructing a visitors center on temple square NRI built a spacious two
story brick visitors center located on four square blocks bordered by hibbard young main and partridge streets the center was dedicated in
september 1971 and NRI relocated its headquarters from the old icarian
schoolhouse to the second floor of the new visitors center

temple square

a monument to the past i97os
1990s
1970s i99os

on

july 1i 1971 the church created the nauvoo mission from the
northern states mission with dr kimball as its president 127 after NRI
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vacated the old icarian schoolhouse in 1971 the church decided to use the
building as the mission home the icarian schoolhouse served only briefly
as the mission home however because NRI undertook an extensive landscaping project on temple square during the 1970s
ipyos to beautify it and to
118
make its appearance a more suitable memorial 128
the plan called for the
demolition of the two remaining structures the icarian schoolhouse and
the reimbold residence during a special session on march 28 1972 the
nauvoo city council approved NRI s request to destroy the 121 year old
icarian schoolhouse over the objection of local resident florence snyder a
descendent of the icarians she appeared before the council and lamented
the removal of one of the city s most historically prominent landmarks
however the city council s vote was unanimous in favor of NRI 129 workmen razed the structure the following week 130 the last structure on the
block the former reimbold brick home on the northwest corner was
131
demolished in april of the following year 13
temple square was now completely clear of all structures but much work still needed to be done to
make the site presentable
the work of landscaping temple square occupied most of the ipyos
1970s
beginning in summer 1973 the workers major task was to clear away the
rubble from the various excavations much of it broken stone from the temple
itself and to grade the lot and plant sod 132 irvin T nelson church landscape architect supervised the project which consisted of some seventeen
different jobs throughout the lot the task of removing all the limestone
fragments proved arduous and time consuming nelson stated that his
crews found debris from the temple everywhere in preparing the site for
150 trees the workers found stones in every hole they dug we had to haul
off large rocks nelson said and foundation materials by the hundreds
and hundreds of yards the workers filled the holes with topsoil in preparation for planting the trees the following year
the centerpiece of the project was in nelson s words the sacred
temple enclosure the archaeologists had left the temple basement excavation unfilled but graded to prevent erosion under nelson s supervision
workers planted sod outlined the foundation of the temple and set stones
to define the support piers and interior walls along the north and south
sides on each corner they set a decorative stone they placed red brick in
the font area defining the shape of the font the well east of the font was
protected by a wrought iron gri11
grill they laid brick to outline the two circular stairways at the west end of the excavation and built
bulit a looping chain
link fence around temple square by the end of the working season temple
square presented a refreshingly clean appearance 133 in december elders
mark E petersen and delbert L stapley of the quorum of the twelve and
1

3

11
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john H vandenburg assistant to the twelve toured temple square accompanied by president J leroy kimball the nauvoo mission president the
church leaders were duly impressed with the appearance of the temple lot
after viewing the temple enclosure elder petersen remarked people who
visit there can stand on the edge of the excavation and see the form and size
134
of the temple as it was originally 11134
the following year 1974 workmen returned to finish the project
planting the trees and flower beds they also built a sidewalk around the
block and planted 1250 feet of ornamental hedge around the perimeter
which soon overgrew
overgrow and obscured the less attractive chain link fence in
june 1975 nelson described a plan to build a plaza east of the temple with
additional trees shrubs flowers a flag pole and a small model of the
temple 135 during the summer of 1976 the beautification of temple square
continued with the construction of the plaza surrounded by
flower beds 136 on the plaza s eastern perimeter crews erected three large
flowerbeds
limestone monoliths with engraved quotations the one on the north
entitled the city of nauvoo gave a brief history of mormon nauvoo
the central one temple of god gave a brief account of the purpose of
the temple the southern one the nauvoo temple recorded a brief histhree foot
tory of the temple 137 for the temple model workers made a threefoot
high base surrounded by red brick pavement set in a herringbone pattern
like the basement floor of the original temple 138
NRI commissioned david A baird son of architect steven baird to
build the model of the temple beginning in april 1976 he sculpted the
temple in clay and made wooden patterns from which molds were made
with the help of utah artist edward fraughton he made wax versions of
each section which were then used to make the final white bronze castings more than one hundred fifty pieces were cast and assembled to make
the model which baird secured with silver solder baird coated the completed model with patina giving the surface a weathered look he finished
the model in may 1977 and it was installed on its base that summer the
final model stood nine and a half feet high fifty inches wide and seventy
four inches long and it weighed nearly one thousand pounds 139 by 1980
the model had been painted white to appear more like the actual temple
A number of pieces of original temple limestone fragments were placed on
display as well as full size facsimiles of a moonstone and a sunstone 140
the church news reported in may 1977 that the remodeled temple
square in nauvoo was scheduled to be dedicated in ceremonies on
11141
141
in august of that year the church news devoted a
august 9 19771
1977
lengthy article including a number of photographs to the site temple
square was now completely landscaped and decorated as a testament
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and monument to the faith devotion and artistry of the early latter day
saints and their beloved nauvoo temple dr leroy J kimball said that the
newly completed temple square landscaping project was NRI s brightest
diamond and that the work done there was the most important of all
NRIs projects 142
igmos NRI continued the restoration of many of the existipsos
during the ig8os
ing old mormon structures and the total re
recreation
creation of destroyed structures
on the flats below temple square in august 1982 president gordon B
hinckley of the first presidency traveled to nauvoo to dedicate these historic structures on august 14 more than two thousand persons gathered
on temple square an assembly believed to be the largest on the block since
the 1840s
i84os during the services president hinckley publicly dedicated sixteen recently restored historical structures and the landscaping of temple
square 143
A further refinement of temple square s landscaping occurred in late
october 1996 when workers tore out the hedge and chain link fence
replacing them with a four foot high ornamental wrought iron fence the
new fence resulted from an assignment given to missionary verden chambers who had owned a small decorative iron business upon being asked to
work on replacing temple squares hedge he approached steven peterson
who owned peterson engineering and fabrication in ogden utah peterson
not only agreed to fabricate a new fence but also donated all the labor to
install it peterson company employees donated more than ten thousand
hours of labor in producing it making 130 ten foot panels 144 peterson
employees and NRI volunteers erected the new fence as well as new signs
on each corner grant fry of NRI commented on the appearance of
temple square this new and significant improvement provides a very
attractive and dignified enclosure inviting visitors to enjoy this peaceful
145
and sacred spot 11145

conclusion
final two decades of the twentieth century temple square
served as a restful and beautifully landscaped park that drew thousands of
cormons and others to the site of the former temple on
visitors both mormons
april 6 1991
iggi NRI and the illinois peoria mission in whose boundaries
the city of nauvoo resided sponsored a program in commemoration of the
150th anniversary of the laying of the nauvoo temples cornerstones 146
i50th
seventy five persons gathered on the nauvoo temple plaza for the program under the direction of nauvoo stake president walter H pierce the
program featured three speakers and musical numbers by the nauvoo

for the
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stake choir A missionary stan henderson gave a brief history of the
temple he was followed by mike trapp a local expert on the temple who
described the events 150 years ago the concluding speaker was hyrum
mack smith who recalled the words his great grand uncle joseph smith said
at the southeast cornerstone stake relief society president teresa griffith
presented a united states flag to president pierce in commemoration of the
presentation of a similar flag to joseph smith in 1841 in conclusion dan
hahl presented a plaque to nauvoo mayor dale bruegger the small
wooden plaque which bore a replica of a sunstone and an inscription
stated that it was presented to the people of nauvoo as a token of our
147
appreciation for the peace and friendship we now enjoy with them 11147
the final and fitting ornament added to temple square during this
sun stones fig 6 which had been on public
period was one of its original sunstones
conservatory
conserva tors
display at the nauvoo state park for over forty years 148 NRI conservators
however became concerned about the stone noting its deteriorating condition they were also apprehensive about potential vandalism after negotiations the illinois state department of conservation made the church
the custodian of the precious artifact on december 221991
iggi obtaining permission from the state the church removed the stone from its setting on
march 991992
1992 and transported it to the nearby NRI workshops where con
tors repaired it prior to its relocation on temple square 149 there it
serva
servators
servitors
was enclosed in a specially constructed glass and steel case designed to
protect the fragile limestone carving and to stabilize its environment the
unveiling of the stone took place on june 261994 one day before the 15oth
i50th
anniversary of the martyrdom of joseph smith and hyrum smith over six
hundred persons gathered on the plaza for the impressive dedicatory ceremonies directed by president howard W hunter 150
among the speakers that day was gordon B hinckley then a counselor in the first presidency president hinckley like his father bryant S
hinckley had deep appreciation and love for the nauvoo temple and great
admiration for the sacrifice of those who built it during his remarks he
traced the history of the nauvoo temple explaining the significance of the
moon sun and stars symbolic stones he also described the purpose of
the temple in these words this building was to be concerned with things
of eternity it was to stand as a witness to all who should look upon it that
those who built it had a compelling faith and a certain knowledge that the
grave is not the end but that the soul is immortal and goes on growing 151
president hinckleys
Hinckleys words took on special significance on april 4 1999
when as president of the church he surprised the worldwide congregation of general conference with his announcement that the nauvoo temple
would be rebuilt ensuring that it would once again literally stand as a
witness to all people that the lord had not forgotten it
11
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this sunstone

was apparently lost for about twenty years after it fell from
the nauvoo temple it was later kept at the illinois capitol building at the illinois
state fair grounds and then at the nauvoo state park in 1994 it was returned to
temple square
FIG 6

later that summer president hinckley visited nauvoo s temple square
and while reminiscing about the dedicatory services held there on august 14
1982 confided to hugh pinnock you know I1 dedicated this site for the
152
it is entirely fitting that president
reconstruction of the nauvoo temple 11152
hinckley whose father had recommended that the church rebuild the
nauvoo temple some seventy years earlier should be in a position as president of the church to shepherd the temple s reconstruction
of all the buildings restored for the public by the church in nauvoo
the temple stands alone wholly unique As meticulously as these buildings in nauvoo were restored all of them were designed primarily as
museum pieces of the past they were never intended to be functioning
residences businesses or public buildings only the nauvoo illinois
temple was designed from the beginning to be both a restored and a
fully functioning building after three years of construction followed by
a six week public open house in which over 330000 persons toured the
building president hinckley dedicated the new temple on june 27 2002
the 158th
i58th anniversary of joseph smiths martyrdom 153 A consecrated

temple now stands again on the very site where joseph smith had laid the

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002

31

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 41, Iss. 4 [2002], Art. 2

nauvoo s temple square

35

cornerstones for a temple in 1841 the prophet s vision once destroyed has
been literally fulfilled after a century and a half nauvoo s temple square
has been returned to its divinely intended state as sacred space for the lord
revealed to joseph smith that he had chosen and consecrated it as the place
for his holy house dac
d&c 12443
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44 blum gateway to the west 107 this source gives 1853 as the year of the
hafl
hail s fire but this is clearly in error since the same source states that dorn
hall
dining hali
seif who owned the building did not arrive in nauvoo until 1860 and that the fourteenth annual town meeting was held in the L shaped frame building in april 1864
wilford C
p 122 see also richard L evans nauvoo opera house acquired by
bywilford
wood improvement era 40 june 1937 356 the building s stage was first located
on the west side but was later moved to the south side in agog
igog
1909 a group of citizens
bought the building and constructed a 770
700
700 addition on its south side for a new
stage which later served as a movie theater
45 sanborn maps of nauvoo hancock county illinois new york sanborn
map 1893
1898 1912 and 1926 various sheets
189318981912
of nauvoo 1893
18981912 and 1926 various sheets blum
46 sanborn maps ofnauvoo
189318981912
gateway to the west 115 16 mormon church buys old telephone building
unidentified newspaper clipping undated mary logan nauvoo temple scrapcollection
book in private possession photocopy in authors co
flection
47 blum gateway to the west 107 on february 3 1856 when many of the
Incarie 149
icarians left nicaise chose to remain in nauvoo cretinon voyage en incarie
48 blum gateway to the west 107 federal writers project of illinois nauvoo guide 49
1856 to remain in
331856
49 the roines were among those who chose on february 01856
nauvoo cretinon voyage en incarie
In carie 149
50 blum gateway to the west 107 the foundations of these buildings which
were laid from nauvoo temple limestone blocks were removed by a small bull-

dozer and tractor during the weekend of june 51952 blum nauvoo an american
heritage 24
51 blum gateway to the west 121 A photograph in blum nauvoo american
heritage 40 shows the conoco
conico sign outside the service station
52 the two apartments north of the corner apartment on bluff street appear
on sanborn maps as late as 1926 but by the time the church acquired this property
in 1940 the buildings were gone the two remaining apartments including the
garage were razed in 1958 blum gateway to the west 107
53 sanborn maps of nauvoo 1893 and 1898 sheet 1i
54 blum gateway to the west 142 sanborn maps of nauvoo 1912 sheet 3
blum nauvoo an american heritage 50
55 blum nauvoo an american heritage 43
56 sanborn maps of nauvoo 1912 sheet 3
57 mary E logan a longtime resident of nauvoo interview by author

august
58

16 2001

harrington and harrington rediscovery of the nauvoo temple

12

sanborn

maps of nauvoo 1912 sheet 3 and 1926 sheet 4
59 blum gateway to the west 138 ida blum parish hall old land mark
being razed unidentified newspaper clipping undated mary logan nauvoo
temple scrapbook
60 schenk used materials salvaged from the vocational training school for
parish hall the building housing the school had an interesting history in 1907 the
built a large brick buildsisters of st benedict who had come to nauvoo in 1874 bulit
ing on the southeast corner of mulholland and durphey streets as a school for
boys calling it the spalding institute the next year after a bad experience with a
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speculator the sisters had their nauvoo property foreclosed however the creditors allowed them to continue to use the buildings the nuns closed the institute
in 1920 and the federal government leased the building
budding renaming it the vocational training school to accommodate an increase in the numbers of trainees
the government added a wooden dormitory to the structure
the vocational training school closed in may 1923 in 1925 the sisters again
school renaming it st edmunds they razed the dorbuilding as a boys
boysschool
opened the budding
mitory allowing paul schenk to use the lumber for the parish hall by 1939 the
nuns had regained full title to all their nauvoo property in 1940 st edmunds
closed the building
budding becoming a convent for the sisters with another name change
benet hall benet hall was razed sometime after 1975 blum nauvoo gateway to
the west 138 cannon nauvoo panorama 65 66 sisters of st benedict web page
history wwwstmarymonasteryorghistoryhtm
habl
hahl
61 blum gateway to the west 138 39 blum parish hall
hafl old land mark
hali
being razed
62 wendell J ashton the centennial trek improvement era 50 september 1947 580
63 logan interview when asked if it was the temple well she fell into she was
sure that it was not since the well had a pump and was covered
64 newberry who was born in 1897 was famous for his paintings of nauvoo
in 1957 he and his wife helene moved to nauvoo where he taught art classes and
remained active in nauvoo community affairs until his death in 1961 blum gateway to the west 124 nauvoo area foundation nauvoo
beautiful place
Wapello
wapello iowa louisa publishing 1970 41
capello
65 bryant S hinckley the nauvoo memorial improvement era 41 august
1938

460
66 nauvoo independent june 29 1939 1i as cited in

panorama

cannon nauvoo

75

67 R scott lloyd

news november
deseretnews
four cornerstones dedicated deseret

6

2000

68 bryant S hinckley nauvoo memorial 460
69 cannon nauvoo panorama 75
70 julie A dockstader foresight preserves historical legacy church
news june 1i 1991 4 frank R arnold making economic fur fly improvement
era 34 may 1931 from gospellink2001
Gospel Link 2001 salt lake city deseret book 2001 durigospellink
ng the 1930s
193os and 1940s wood acquired and turned over to the church at or below
cost a number of important sites most of the nauvoo temple lot the john taylor
home and the times and seasons building all in nauvoo illinois the adam
ondi ahman site in daviess county missouri the liberty jail in liberty missouri

three adjacent parcels of land along the susquehanna river near harmony pennsylvania containing the isaac hale farm and the probable location of the restoration of the aaronic priesthood the john johnson farm near hiram ohio and the
newel K whitney store in kirtland ohio the church has restored all of these
buildings and sites they are now open to the public wood also amassed a large
collection of artifacts and memorabilia some of which he donated to church
archives the rest of which he placed on display in the wilford C wood museum
in bountiful utah
church acquires nauvoo temple site improvement era 40
71 M C J
march 1937 226 27
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gol 3 hancock
goi
court case no 70140 vol 54 pp
ap 601
old temple excavated unidentified newspaper
clipping dated july 881962
1962 mary logan nauvoo temple scrapbook
church acquires nauvoo temple site 226
73 M C J
74 full names of the nauvoo bank officers supplied by current nauvoo state
bank executive vice president theodore R reinhardt via email
emall
emali june 11 2001 to
author karl J reinhardt was theodore s grandfather
75 church acquires nauvoo temple site 227
76 foreclosure at public auction master of chancery to corporation of the
presiding bishop church of jesus christ of latter day saints february 19 1937
hancock county deeds bk 208 p 758
77 the sale involved four pieces of property bernadine U hierstein and
others to wilford C wood quit claim deed april 19 1937 hancock county
deeds bk 209 p 523 bernadine U hierstein and others to wilford C wood
quit claim deed april 19 1937 hancock county deeds bk 211 pp
ap 355 56 ira
hart and others to wilford C wood quit claim deed april 191937 hancock
county deeds bk 211 pp
ap 356 57 and julia A ochsner to wilford C wood quit
claim deed april 19
1937 hancock county deeds bk 209 p 524 see also evans
191937
nauvoo opera house acquired 356 the sale did not include a twenty
five
twentyfive
foot parcel along the proper
propertys
tys southern limit
78 wilford C wood and lillian W wood to corporation of the presiding
bishop church of jesus christ of latter day saints warranty deed july 131938
13 1938
hancock county deeds bk 210 p 596
79 federal writers project of illinois nauvoo guide 49
80 joseph 1I kelly to wilford C wood warranty deed april 4 1940
hancock county deeds bk 215 p 26 wilford C wood and lillian W wood to
corporation of the presiding bishop church of jesus christ of latter day saints
warranty deed june 211940 hancock county deeds bk 214 p 132
81 virgil nicaise and others to wilford C wood warranty deed 113
13 undivided interest september 201941 hancock county deeds bk 214 p 507 odille
hohl and others to wilford C wood administers deed 113
13 undivided interest
november 131941 hancock county deeds bk 214 p 507 odille hohl and L E
hohl to wilford C wood warranty deed 13 undivided interest november 14
1941 hancock county deeds bk 217 p 76 see also church obtains nauvoo
property improvement era 45 february 1942 93
82 wilford C wood and lillian
lidian W wood to corporation of the presiding
bishop church ofjesus
of jesus christ of
oflatter
latter day saints warranty deed november 24
1941 hancock county deeds bk 214 p 509
83 clara K reimbold and others to wilford C wood warranty deed june 8
ap 161 62 wilford C wood and lillian W
1951 hancock county deeds bk 250 pp
wood to david 0 mckay trustee in trust church of jesus christ of latter day
saints warranty deed june 28 1951 hancock county deeds bk 250 p 613
harold lundstrom church buys home on nauvoo temple block deseret
news june 13
1951 2 president mckay transferred the property
properly to the presiding
131951
bishop on december 16 1963 david 0 mckay trustee in trust church of
jesus christ of latter day saints to corporation of the presiding bishop church
of jesus christ of latter day saints special warranty deed december 16 1963
hancock county deeds bk 294 p 273
72 hancock county circuit
county deeds bk 208 p 78
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84 louise schafer to corporation of the presiding bishop church of jesus
christ of latter day saints warranty deed september 251952 hancock county
deeds bk 255 p 71
85 blum gateway to the west 107
86 charles R snelgrove and fidellia L snelgrove to corporation of the presiding bishop church of jesus christ of latter day saints warranty deed february 11
1959 hancock county deeds bk 277 p 525
111959
87 C J blum mormon church buys old telephone building unidentified newspaper clipping undated mary logan nauvoo temple scrapbook

blum mormon church buys old telephone building
89 blum mormon church buys old telephone building
go
90 saints peter and paul catholic church to corporation of the presiding
bishop church of jesus christ of latter day saints warranty deed july 221961
hancock county deeds bk 286 pp
ap 217 18
91 anne pinnock widow of hugh pinnock telephone interview by lisle G
brown july 22 2002 pinnock became a member of the first quorum of the seventy and served as the area president for the north america central area july
1998 august 2000 during the early stages of the nauvoo illinois temples const
struction he died december 15 2000 president thomas S monson said isnt it
interesting that his assignments took him to nauvoo as north america central
area president where he performed a magnificent mission in accomplishing
things that have set the stage for that which will take place when the nauvoo
temple is dedicated R scott lloyd elder pinnock praised as a man of service
church news december 23 2000
200055
92 lynn arave elder hugh pinnock eulogized as smiling busy man of
god deseret
news december 21 2000 bi
deseretnews
93 colvin historical study igo
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iol
loi
monument was moved to its current place at the entrance to the monument to
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voo restoration inc
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farn
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family
104 the branch became the nauvoo ward with walter H pierce as the
bishop on february 181979 during the organization of the nauvoo illinois stake
the churchs
churche one thousandth stake 2001 2002 church almanac 201 new nauvoo
stake number 1000 marks growth of the church ensign 9 april 1979 75
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106 eventually dr kimball who was spending more and more time in nauvoo gave up his medical practice and devoted all his energy to nauvoo restoration inc kimball tribute 5 12 J leroy kimball nauvoo restoration
improvement era 70 july 1967 12 18
107 J leroy kimball foreword to harrington and harrington rediscovery of
the nauvoo temple
successful archaeological excavation of the nauvoo
108 dee F green
temple site project improvement era 65 october 1962 744 clearly the most
gruesome discovery was a skeleton unearthed near the southeast cornerstone the
remains were determined to be a victim of long ago foul play he had been buried
after the destruction of the temple the skeleton may have been associated with
two saloons that were once located on the east side of temple square site of
temple Is excavated clipping from unidentified newspaper undated mary
cormons
build original nauMor mons plan to re
rebuild
logan nauvoo temple scrapbook mormons
voo temple clipping from unidentified newspaper dated 1961 mary logan
nauvoo temple scrapbook
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llo
may 51961 mary logan nauvoo temple scrapbook those who toured nauvoo
with presidents brown and moyle were A E kendrew vice president and chief
architect of colonial williamsburg conrad wirth director of national parks
harold P fabian chairman of the advisor board on national parks riser haner
personal secretary to president david 0 mckay and J willard marriott hotel
chain owner all these men later became governing members of nauvoo restoration inc
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temple site project improvement era 65 october 1962 705
744
705744
117 the mary logan nauvoo temple scrapbook contains ten newspaper reports
from the nauvoo independent by dee green clippings are dated july 12 19 26
august 2 9 16 23
121962
1962
30 and september 7712
2030
2330
118 harrington and harrington rediscovery of the nauvoo temple 12
119 harrington and harrington rediscovery of the nauvoo temple 6 7 12
see also melvin L fowler preliminary archaeological excavations at the nauvoo
temple site unpublished report southern illinois university 1962 and temple
timber found near center of west wall unidentified newspaper clipping dated
september 12
iggi mary logan nauvoo temple scrapbook
1961
121961
120 harrington and harrington rediscovery of the nauvoo temple 7
excavation of the temple well unpublished
121 virginia S harrington
report january 1967 nauvoo restoration inc
122 see virginia S harrington archaeological excavations in the temple
basement 1957 unpublished report 1967 nauvoo restoration inc virginia S
harrington archaeological excavations in the temple basement 1968 unpublished manuscript 1968 nauvoo restoration inc and harrington and harring115

ton rediscovery of the nauvoo temple 7
123 for a complete report of the 1969 excavation a report which incorporates
data from all previous archaeological work and artifact analysis see harrington
and harrington rediscovery of the nauvoo temple
124 the church had razed the nauvoo parish hall in february 1964 blum
gateway to the west 138
125 J leroy kimball about nauvoo restoration improvement era 70 july
1967 14
196714

126 jay M todd nauvoo temple restoration improvement era 71 october 1968 io i6
ia
127 2001 2002 church news almanac 436 the nauvoo mission was discon1272001
tinued on july 1i 1974 and transferred to the chicago illinois mission on november 11i 2000 the illinois nauvoo mission was created from the illinois peoria

mission this mission functions like the mission on temple square in salt lake
city making the nauvoo area a mission within a mission with over two hundred
missionaries church news october 28 2000
2000155
128 durrell nelson current NRI landscape director and NRI employee
orville hale a longtime nauvoo resident interview by lisle G brown august 16
2001 at the NRI workshops
129 nauvoo city council minutes march 281972 city hall nauvoo illinois
130 nauvoo independent april 21972
the reimbold house nauvoo independent april 18 1973 nauvoo
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nauvoo temple landscaped 513 the account of the 1973 landscaping
project is taken from this source including quotations unless otherwise noted
nauvoo here Is a photographic review of the past weeks events
133
nauvoo independent august 881973
1973
134 nauvoo temple landscaped 513
135 new nauvoo neighbor june 41975
moving to nauvoo mormon town library httpwwwmormon
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down loaded june 21 2001
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137 unfortunately during the demolition phase in preparation for building
the nauvoo illinois temple it was determined that these monoliths could not be
preserved so they were destroyed marlene pierce temple construction department nauvoo temple project nauvoo illinois interview by lisle G brown
AugUStl
august
augusti 166 2001
138 author s personal observations and photographs taken in august 1976
139 lynne hollstein bronze replica of nauvoo temple ready for display
church news may 21197714
140 author s personal observations and photographs made during visits in
the summers of 1978 and 1980
bronze replica of nauvoo temple ready for display 14
141 hollstein
nauvoos
voos impact church news august 27
142 gerry avant Nau
1977 8
271977
143 gerry avant nauvoo tested faith says leader at rites church news
august 21i
1982 3 1983 church almanac salt lake city deseret news 1982 30
2119823
144 the fence required 130 10
lo foot panels consisting of 3700 iron pickets
260 steel posts 6500 decorative rings
and 7400
7440 holes punched into iron channels through which the pickets were placed don ulmer and betty ulmer new
enclosure surrounds site of nauvoo temple church news november 991996
1996 6
145 ulmer and ulmer new enclosure surrounds site of nauvoo temple 6
146 one hundred fiftieth anniversary the laying of the corner stones of
the nauvoo temple april giggi
661991
iggi program mary logan nauvoo temple scrap1991
book clipping from unidentified newspaper undated mary logan nauvoo
temple scrapbook
147 notes taken by the author august 16 2001 from the plaque that hangs in
the nauvoo city hall nauvoo illinois
148 this sacred relic of the original temple has had an interesting history
wauls it rested
walis
wails
apparently for some twenty years after it fell from the temple walls
largely unknown in nauvoo in 1870 the stone was transported to the state capital
at springfield in response to a call for examples of limestone for the new capitol
building probably at the request of architect alfred Pi
piquenard
quenard he was a former
icarian who had lived in nauvoo in the i84os
1840s and had been charged by cabet to
restore the fire damaged temple the sunstone remained on the lawn of the old
capitol now the sangamon county courthouse until 1876 when it was moved
to the present capitol in 1891 the illinois state historical society received custody of
the stone relocating it at the illinois state fair grounds in 1894 where it silently
looked out over the little duck pond just east of the main entrance
as sedate
austere and dignified as the sphinx of egypt in 1955 the governor authorized the
moving of the stone to the nauvoo stake park and placed it under the control of
the division of parks and memorials in later years a small wrought iron fence
with a gate was built around it for protection and in the i98os
igmos a covering was
ig8os
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